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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, KS, KN, VM 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE BREAKTHROUGH ON RELEASE OF ROK DIPLOMATS 
HELD BY HANOI 


REF: STATE 156072 


1 . ROK AMBASSADOR BUM SUK LEE TOLD ME THAT SCENARIO FOR TALKS 
BETWEEN VIETNAMESE AND SOUTH KOREA AS SET FORTH REFTEL HAS HIT 
A SNAG. ON JUNE 22 LEE SOUGHT CONTACT WITH VIETNAMESE 
AMBASSADOR BUT FOUND HE WAS OUT OF INDIA ON LEAVE. LEE THEN SENT 
HIS COUNSELOR TO TALK WITH VIETNAMESE CHARGE WHO SAID HE HAD 
RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIONS FROM HANOI. 


2. ACTING ON INSTRUCTIONS, LEE ON JUNE 23 ADVISED MEA OF POSSIBLE 
TALKS AND HIS DIFFICULTY IN BRINGING VIETNAMESE TO TABLE. 

LEE SEES LITTLE POSSIBILITY OF HOLDING STAFF LEVEL MEETING 

ON JUNE 27 AS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED 

BLOOD 


SECRET 
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